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Humanist scholars, but without enthusiasm,
in the days of Martin and Eugenius, took
on the air of a liberal university when
Nicholas V. was elected. Nicholas reigned
only eight years (1447-1455). But he wrought
wonders in that brief space. He planned
and partly executed the design of laying
out Rome as an architectural whole. He
began the Vatican palace, did much to
restore St. Peter's, and gave the Leonine City
its present shape. He was resolved to
identify the Christian religion with art and
learning. By the execution of Porcaro in
1452 he put an end to all hopes of a Roman
Republic. During the next seventy years
Rome, politically no longer free, was to lead
Europe in the paths of the Renaissance, to
be " the true seat and home of all Latin
culture," or as Erasmus described it, " the
common country of learned men." Mediaeval
and modern thought came together; but
in the first raptures which followed on the
discovery of noble antique art, and when
scholasticism had decayed into pedantry or
barbarism, more than a little wrong was
done to the earlier Middle Age. Southern
nations were instinctively breaking away
from the Teutons, English, and Scandinavians,